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AFP: REINFORCMENT OF SECURITY GUIDELINES FOR 
COVERAGE IN SYRIA 
 
AFP HAS BEEN COVERING THE BLOODY CONFLICT IN SYRIA FOR MORE THAN TWO YEARS. CONDITIONS INSIDE THE 

COUNTRY ARE EXTREMELY DANGEROUS AND MANY JOURNALISTS HAVE BEEN KILLED, INJURED OR KIDNAPPED SINCE 

THE CONFLICT STARTED. A CONTRIBUTOR TO AFP’S VIDEO SERVICE DISAPPEARED IN NOVEMBER 2012.  
FACED WITH THE WORSENING OF CONDITIONS ON THE GROUND FOR JOURNALISTS, AFP HAS REINFORCED ITS 

PROCEDURES FOR COVERING THE CONFLICT IN SYRIA WITH THE AIM OF IMPROVING SAFETY FOR EVERYBODY 

WORKING FOR THE AGENCY INSIDE THE COUNTRY. 

 
 All journalists working for AFP in Syria (text, photo and video) must have volunteered to cover the 

conflict. 

 All AFP staff working inside Syria must have taken an AFP-approved hostile environment training 
course. 

 AFP will continue to cover the conflict on the ground with its own staff journalists, as it has done 
since the beginning of the unrest. 

 AFP will also continue to use independent contractors (stringers) inside Syria. These contributors fall 
into two categories: 

 

1. Independent journalists who offer their production to AFP occasionally. In most cases, these 
journalists would be photographers or video producers with whom AFP has no links. AFP will 
ensure the reliability and credibility of the journalist and sign the necessary copyright 
documents; 
 

2. Independent journalists with whom AFP has a regular ongoing relationship. In this type of 
situation, AFP would put the following measures in place: 

 

 These journalists would be approved in line with the editorial principles of the agency (reliability, quality 
of work, experience) under the authority of the Editor-in-Chief. 

 If AFP believes the minimum security conditions for a reporting assignment are not met, AFP will inform 
the stringer in writing and state that AFP will not buy any production from the assignment if it goes 
ahead. 

 These stringers are obliged to have insurance. 

 A hostile environment training course will be provided for regular contributors to AFP. 

 AFP will provide the relevant safety equipment for war zones including a bullet proof vest, helmet, 
protective suit and first aid kit. 

 These contributors are free to work for other media, but when they are working for AFP their production 
will be exclusively for AFP clients.   
 

 
About AFP 

AFP is a global news agency delivering fast, accurate, in-depth coverage of the events shaping our world from conflicts to 
politics, sports, entertainment and the latest breakthroughs in health, science and technology. With 2,260 journalists spread 
across almost every country, AFP covers the world 24 hours a day in six languages. AFP delivers the news in video, text, 
photos, multimedia and graphics to a wide range of customers including newspapers and magazines, radio and TV 
channels, web sites and portals, mobile operators, corporate clients as well as public institutions. 
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