29.08.2019
VISA D’OR AWARDED TO AFP PHOTOGRAPHER GUILLERMO ARIAS
PHOTOGRAPHER GUILLERMO ARIAS HAS WON THE VISA D’OR NEWS AWARD, THE HIGHEST PRIZE GIVEN AT THE “VISA
THE 31ST OCCASION OF THE WORLD’S LEADING PHOTOJOURNALISM EVENT CAME TO ITS
CONCLUSION IN PERPIGNAN ON SATURDAY. THE PRIZE RECOGNISES GUILLERMO ARIAS’S WORK WHICH FOCUSES ON
THE MIGRANT CARAVANS IN CENTRAL AMERICA.

POUR L’IMAGE” FESTIVAL.

Following his coverage in Central America, Guillermo Arias has won
a host of prizes, including the top prize in the News category of POY
Latin America 2019, and the Story News category in the Istanbul
Photo Awards. His photo-reportage work covers the journey of
thousands of Central American migrants travelling in vast groups in
the hope of a better life. It conveys the difficulties they encountered
once they reached the border between the United States and
Mexico, and their desperate struggle to cross, at any cost, the
physical barriers that stood between them and their American
dream.

In February 2017, Guillermo Arias, an AFP photographer based in Tijuana on the United-States border, spent ten
whole days following the border between Mexico and the United States from the Pacific Ocean to the Gulf of Mexico,
a distance of more than 3,000 km.
“It is truly an honour to receive this award from the world’s most prestigious photojournalism festival”, said the
reporter, himself from Mexico. “But what matters most is that we shed light on the migrant problem, which is a
universal issue.”
“This is the third time in three years that Visa has awarded a prize to an AFP photographer”, pointed out Fabrice
Fries, AFP’s CEO. “We are proud of this latest, prestigious mark of recognition of the Agency’s journalistic
excellence.”
According to Marielle Eudes, Photo Director of AFP, the prize is a “recognition of the long-term effort of Guillermo, a
photographer who is both humble and extremely talented and who offers an alternative and sensitive angle on
migratory issues in relation to the border, while always maintaining an appropriate distance. For several years now,
he has made very precious contributions to illustrate what is happening at the border, which he has visited and
explored many times.”
Thanks to a 450-strong network of photographers, AFP distributes over 3,000 photos per day, and regularly receives
the most prestigious of international awards. AFP’s image bank is fed by more than 50 partners who constantly enrich
the collection of some 39 million pictures.
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