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TWO YEARS AFTER THE ATTACK ON JOURNALISTS IN SOUTHERN LEBANON:
AFP DEPLORES RESPONSE FROM THE ISRAELI ARMY

Two years after the October 13, 2023 attack that left AFP journalists Christina Assi and Dylan Collins
seriously injured and killed Reuters journalist Issam Abdallah, Agence France-Presse (AFP) deplores the
complete lack of response or explanation from the Israeli army.

AFP conducted an independent investigation confirming that two Israeli 120mm tank shells were fired from the
Jordeikh area in Israel. These findings have been corroborated by other international investigations, including those
by Reuters, the Committee to Protect Journalists, Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International, and Reporters
Without Borders.

Despite significant and clear ballistic, satellite and human evidence, the Israeli authorities have never made any
substantial statement about the attack or given any explanation.

A few days ago, AFP received another short reply from the Israeli army: “The incident is currently under review, and
the findings regarding the event have not yet been concluded.”

Two years after this double shelling, Christina Assi continues to suffer permanent injuries, including the amputation
of one leg and severe damage to the other.

In July 2025, U.S. lawmakers — Senator Peter Welch, Senator Bernie Sanders, and Representative Becca Balint —
publicly called for transparency and accountability, denouncing what they described as a “targeted attack on
international journalists.”

AFP reiterates that the journalists were clearly identifiable as civilians, wearing helmets and vests marked “PRESS,”
with no military presence visible on site. Impunity in this case, described by the UN Special Rapporteur on
extrajudicial, summary, or arbitrary executions as a “premeditated, targeted and double-tap attack,” constitutes a
serious violation of international humanitarian law and a threat to press freedom.

AFP demands the Israeli army open a full and transparent investigation into this very serious incident. This is
essential to protect journalists and to safeguard freedom of information.

About AFP

AFP is a leading global news agency providing fast, comprehensive and verified coverage of the events shaping our world and of the issues affecting our daily
lives. Drawing from an unparalleled news gathering network across 150 countries, AFP is also a world leader in digital investigations. With 2,600 staff
representing 100 different nationalities, AFP covers the world in six languages, with a unique quality of multimedia storytelling spanning video, text, photos and
graphics.
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