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Bouderbala, who has reported extensively on Africa during her career and is a
former DRC Bureau chief for AFP, was among 10 journalists from eight media
outlets around the world selected for the prestigious fellowship. 

Now in its sixth year, the RIN fellowship supports investigative journalists
from around the world to undertake ambitious projects that investigate those
responsible for destroying tropical forests. 

afp.com

AFP journalist Sofia Bouderbala has been awarded a Pulitzer Center Rainforest
Investigations Network (RIN) fellowship to investigate the impacts of mining on
deforestation in Democratic Republic of Congo. 

AFP’S SOFIA BOUDERBALA AWARDED PULITZER CENTER RAINFOREST
INVESTIGATIONS NETWORK FELLOWSHIP 

About AFP 
Agence France-Presse (AFP) is a global news agency that provides reliable, comprehensive, real-time coverage of the stories that shape our daily lives.
Employing more than 2,600 staff from 135 different nationalities, AFP is always on the ground where the news happens, producing multimedia content
in six languages: French, English, German, Spanish, Portuguese and Arabic. Our globally recognised expertise in video, text, photo and datajournalism
is rewarded every year with several international prizes. 
AFP is at the cutting edge of digital investigation, with dedicated teams for fact-checking and in-depth analysis of online content. 

Press contact: communication@afp.com
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“For me, as someone who has always worked as a news agency journalist, this experience is a unique
opportunity to slow down, reflect and dig deeper: a different way of doing journalism, while remaining at
the heart of today’s major issues. A once-in-a-lifetime opportunity,” Bouderbala said. 

“It seems to me that in our profession, one of the most important things remains describing and showing:
in this case, explaining how what’s happening in the forests of the Congo Basin affects us all. That’s the goal
of my project: to help document the causes of deforestation linked to mining activity in the context of the
global energy transition.” 
 
Bouderbala’s fellowship is part of AFP’s philanthropic partnerships initiative, which involves partnering
with foundations and non-profits to expand capacities for in-depth and consequential journalism. 

"We are excited to welcome AFP's Sofia Bouderbala to the Rainforest Investigations Network 2026-2027
cohort of fellows," said the Pulitzer Center's executive editor, Marina Walker Guevara. "We look forward to
continuing to deepen our partnership with AFP on high-impact public interest journalism."

The Pulitzer Center’s announcement is available on its website here.
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